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Notes from the Pastor…  
March used to be the first month of the year. You 

can tell that by the names of the last four months, 

September through December. Those names literally 

mean the seventh through the tenth months, even 

though according to our current numbering they are 

months nine through twelve.  

When do we begin counting something new when 

that something goes and comes? The days come and 

go. We think of a day beginning at midnight, but 

some people think of the day beginning at sundown, 

some at sunup.  

The weather changes a lot in March. We move from winter to 

spring (or at least much closer). March includes the “first day of 

Spring.” The word “Lent” literally means “spring,” as in the season 

of the year. Of course, Lent is not spring in the southern 

hemisphere, but in the northern hemisphere, Christianity is 

celebrating the preparatory season of the year (Lent) along with the 

Spring season of the calendar.   

And that it leads to Easter and the celebration of the Resurrection 

of Jesus is coincidental and helpful. We live in 

repentance over sin, but repentance that leads 

to life. We live in the wilderness of this world, 

but we are heading toward the promise of God, 

the promised rest. Like the Israelites in the Old 

Testament.  

Jesus went to the cross to die for us, but he was 

raised again bringing life. That is where we are 

headed in the church year, to the resurrection 
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and new life, for Jesus, but also for us. In Lent we are guided to 

prepare ourselves, hearing the Word of God, reminded to pray, led 

to live as God’s people in our various callings, taught about God’s 

provisions and presence with us. But it is always for a purpose, for 

God’s purpose for us.  

In Duluth we might not greet summer quite yet in early April, but 

we know in our bones that it is coming. In Lent we walk with Jesus 

and see him suffer and even die. It reminds us of what we 

experience in this life: hardships, suffering, even death. But we go 

through it, like Jesus, and know that the end is coming. The 

resurrection is coming. Summer is coming.  

Praise the Lord. Easter is coming.  

In the name of Jesus,  

 
Pastor Franck  
 

 
 

 
The overall theme of our Lenten series this year is: 

WITNESSES TO CHRIST: PEOPLE FROM HIS PASSION 
 

 

Wednesday evening LENT worship service  information: 

March 1st – Midweek of Lent 1 Vespers at 6:30 pm 
      Mary, the Sister of Lazarus and Martha, John 12:1–11 

March 8th – Midweek of Lent 2 Vespers at 6:30 pm 
Malchus, John 18:1–11 

March 15th – Midweek of Lent 3 Vespers at 6:30 pm 
Peter, John 18:12–27 

March 22nd – Midweek of Lent 4 Vespers at 6:30 pm 
Barabbas, John 18:33–40 

March 29th – Midweek of Lent 5 Vespers at 6:30 pm 
Pontius Pilate, John 19:1–16 
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Holy Week and Easter Schedule 
Holy Week Services 2023 

 
Maundy Thursday – April 6th 

 

 
Good Friday – April 7th 

 

 

Easter Vigil – April 8th 

 

5:00 p. m. Soup Supper 

6:30 p.m. Divine  Service with 

Communion 

Noon Worship Service 

6:30 p.m. Worship Service 

 

7:00 p.m. Worship Service with  

Communion 
(Members are asked to gather in the Narthex before proceeding into the Sanctuary) 

 
Easter Sunday – April 9th 

 

9:30 a.m. - Divine Service with 

Communion 
 

Easter Breakfast after service -  Tim Jezierski hosting 
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From the Church Office… 

Greetings from the office!  I 
hope everyone was successful 
in dodging the blizzards this 
season!  This winter is 
reminding me of our earliest 
years in Duluth; lots and lots of snow.  The sun is very bright 
today, so that counts as a good day to me!  Daylight Savings is 
March 12th, and I am looking forward to more time to enjoy 
the day.  

The church is getting back to it’s normal self with groups 
meeting again, soup/suppers, the Pine Wood Derby; our 
Annual Fundraising Dinner (which is April 1st !)  Very 
exciting!  

Lent has started and it is a long season this year.  What a 
perfect time to be able to get back to church and hear God’s 
word.  Lent and Easter is a wonderful season for fellowship; I 
look forward to seeing everyone at the Soup/Suppers.   

Thank you to everyone for their efforts in turning in their 
annual reports.  There are still some not turned in…Thank you 
in advance!  The Ladies’ Quarterly is in your mailboxes, 
enjoy! 

God Bless you and  
Happy Spring!  
 

Your servant in Christ, 

Julie 

 

*A reminder that Daylight Savings time 

begins Sunday, March 12th!! 

Spring ahead!! 
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The schedule is as follows: 

• The Woman’s Bible Study meets for a Bible 

Study, Thursday’s at 10:00am at church.  The 

day was changed from Tuesdays. This is open to 

all woman of the church.  

• The LWML will meet Sunday, March 12 after the service in 

the Upper Room.  

• The Priscilla Circle will meet Friday, March 17th at 9:00 am. 

 
The next MITES offering will be March 5th 

Thank you so much for your generous support! 

 THE LWML will continue to collect Mites monthly on the first 

Sunday of the month at the end of the service. The collection 

box will be next to the exit of the church.  Watch the bulletin 

monthly inserts regarding the distribution of the monies 

collected.  

The mites collected on February 5 by the LWML totaled 
$129.91, with a year-to-day total of $234.19. The mites that are 
collected fund mission grants voted on by the district and national 
LWML. The LWML thanks you! 

 
Library News 
Some new and donated items were checked in at 
our last meeting and have been set out in the glass 
case in the library. The greeting card display case 
by the elevator has been organized and new cards 
added. Individual cards are only 50 cents each, 
and the Mt. Olive blank note cards are $3.00 for a pack of 6 
or $4.00 for a pack of 8. 
We have a new DVD tower and DVD’s! Our next Priscilla 

Circle meeting is on Friday, March 17th at 9am.  

We would be happy to have some new ladies to join us! 

 
The Mt. Olive LWML will be meeting on 
Sunday, March 12 in the Upper Room 
following the worship service. All women of 
the church are invited to attend. See Carol 
Walczak if you have any questions. 
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Mission Sunday is March 19th 

Concordia Lutheran Heritage Fund/Chicago 

There will be a freewill offering after the service. 

Thank you for supporting this worthwhile ministry. 
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Thank you for supporting this worthwhile ministryLCMS Service of 

Worship – Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. on KBJR Channel 6, 

Duluth.  MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND LCMS SERVICE OF 

WORSHIP for the Duluth region televised by KBJR Channel 6. 

"MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND" is a locally produced, 

regionally recognized TV program with a message for the world. 

The service includes a 30-minute worship service led by 

participating pastors of the Minnesota North District of our 

LCMS.  My Savior Lives Northland is broadcast every Sunday at 

9:30 a.m. Central time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and 

satellite systems carrying these stations.  

March 5th 
Pastor John Bonk 
Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran – Two Harbors, MN 

March 12th 
Pastor Arleigh vonSeggern 
Trinity Lutheran Chapel – Cable, WI 

March 19th 
Pastor Dean Rudloff, Emeritus 
 

March 26th 
Pastor Matt Kohl 
Our Redeemer Lutheran – Cloquet, MN  
 

Please send contributions c/o: 
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
2012 East Superior Street 

Duluth MN  55812 



9  Highlights                                                                                   March 2023 

Food  for your body • Food for your soul. 

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News: 

The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much-used resource for many 
people in this area and it is one of many mission 
opportunities that Mt. Olive sponsors.  Our Thanksgiving 
Offering goes to it every year.  It has grown steadily in 
number of users over this last year.   

Ways to support the Food Shelf: 

If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to 
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the 
Upper Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can 
be put in the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”  

 

Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta 
and meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen, 
rice, mac and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned 
veggies and juice. Non-food items include deodorant, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes,  
shampoo, lotion and soap. 

 

Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you! 

 
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles) 
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles) 
2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles) 
2019 total served = 319 (7 Bibles) 
2020 total served = 133 (1Bible) 
2021 total served = 78 (3 Bibles) 
2022 total served = 46 (1 Bible) 
 
Total served thru February = 8 (0 Bibles) 

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper  
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Calendar  
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Calendar 
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EASTER FLOWER DEADLINE:  

March 12th 
Please note  there are Easter Flower order forms on 

the table in the Narthex.  The deadline is soon 

because of the greenhouse’s requirements. Thank 

you for helping to make the altar beautiful during 

Easter!     

 
Lutheran Island Camp 

Bible Camp & Retreat Center 

45011 230th St. Henning, MN 5655 
 

Work at Lutheran Island Camp  
Summer Employment 

We are hiring for Summer 2023 and are high need of staff to 
spread the Gospel to our campers. We are in search of counselors, 
kitchen assistants, groundskeepers, and wranglers. If you know of 
faithful, college-aged individuals, encourage them to apply! 
Summer staff make $300/week including room and board for 10 
weeks. Applicants must be 18+ to be considered for support staff 
positions and 19+ to be considered for counselor positions. 
Working at LIC is MORE than just a summer job--it's a ministry 
opportunity! 

From the Director's Desk 
 

“As each has received a gift; use it to serve one another, 
as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” 

                                                                                             1 Peter 4:10 
 

Winter is a beautiful time at Lutheran Island Camp. I know that 
many of you join us for the summer days of sunshine and the 
colorful days of fall. I also encourage you to visit the peaceful quiet 
of the Island in the winter. Winter on the Island is a time of rest in 
preparation for the excitement and activity just around the corner. 
While the weather might make spring feel far away, the Island is 
busy preparing for the coming season change. 
 

Thank you for being an important part of the rhythms and 
ministry of Lutheran Island Camp. We set an ambitious goal of 

https://www.islandcamp.org/
https://www.islandcamp.org/
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raising $100,000 during the 2022 year-end appeal. Your generous 
response lifted us beyond that goal with a final total of over 
$113,000. Your partnership allows us to scholarship youth 
campers in need, improve our facilities, and recruit our incredible 
summer staff. We are so excited to see what God is doing! 
 

The long-awaited remodel of the ERC building is one of those 
exciting projects. The Building New Bridges capital campaign 
raised $1.2 million dollars toward this capital improvement. 
Thanks to a very generous donor, we have the opportunity for a 
matching grant of $400,000. Through this gift, your gift in any 
amount is doubled, allowing us to complete the project without 
taking on any debt. We will share more information and 
opportunities to be a part of this project in the coming months. 
 

Finally, the merger of the Lutheran Island Camp Foundation and 
Lutheran Island Camp was completed at the end of 2022. As a 
result, we are reducing administrative costs and increasing 
financial transparency. If you have included Lutheran Island 
Camp Foundation in your estate plans no changes are needed. 
Your legacy gift will come to Lutheran Island Camp. If you are 
making changes to your plans, you can simplify the process by 
listing Lutheran Island Camp as the beneficiary directly. If 
Lutheran Island Camp is not yet a part of your estate plan, we 
would encourage you to talk with your estate planning 
professional about how LIC might fit with your plans. If you have 
questions about the merger, I would be happy to visit with you. 

Blessings, Stacy 

218-583-2905 
info@islandcamp.org 
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2023 Day Camps Wilderness Experience is a Christian outdoor 

ministry based in and reaching out to Duluth, Minnesota and 

surrounding areas. Specializing in day camps and a growing 

variety of outdoor learning experiences for children and young 

adults, the mission of WE is To Help our Community Pursue 

Jesus Christ by Experiencing His Creation. Each of our day 

camps has a specific theme and focuses on certain skills, yet 

some elements will be a part of every camper's time at 

Wilderness Experience: active time outdoors, Bible exploration, 

cultivating relationships with others, journaling and reflecting, 

interacting with animals, and growing in faith and care for 

God’s creation.  

There are information sheets on the table in the Narthex. 
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LENT SUPPERS SIGN-UP 
 

Wednesday evening LENT  worship service information 

Prior to the worship service various groups or 

individuals have volunteered to host a soup supper 

beginning at 5:00 p.m.  Plan your evening to begin 

with a delicious soup supper and fellowship with 

members of Mt. Olive before attending the worship 

service at 6:30 p.m.  These dates are still available for 

hosting; sign-up sheet is next to the Coffee Fellowship 

sheet in the Narthex.  Thank You!   

April 6th  
(Maundy Thursday)  is still open! 

 
 

 

Mt. Olive 

Annual Fundraising Dinner 
Saturday, April 1st @ 5 p. m. 

Menu: 
Salad Bar, choice of New York  
Strip Steak or Glazed Salmon,  

Baked Potato, 
 Green Beans, Dinner Roll,  

Salad, Dessert and Beverage. 
 

Please contact Tim or Ernie for tickets.   
Those interested in helping with the setup, food prep, 

serving or clean up please contact  
Tim at 218-940-3849 or 834-2570 

This is Mt. Olive’s last dinner hosted by Tim 
Jezierski and Ernie Schoenfeld!  This dinner 
has been a staple of Mt. Olive’s.  Thank you 
Tim and Ernie for all your hard work! Come 

and enjoy! 
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EASTER FLOWER DEADLINE:   Sunday, March 12th 

 
           Enclosed is $                                for: 

In Memory of _________________________________________ 

From   _______________________________________________ 
OR 

A Gift from ___________________________________________ 

 
 These are the plants available plants are 
wrapped in foil from Gordy’s Greenhouse.  
Please check the one(s) you wish and checks 
for the plants can be made out to Mt. Olive 
Lutheran Church. Please make sure that 
payment for the plants is clearly marked for 
Easter Flowers. (Use the pink Easter Flowers 

envelope from your packet of envelopes to 
facilitate payment.) 
 

       Easter Lily, $17.00 

___ Chrysanthemums, $19.00 
       Begonias, $20.00 

       Kalanchoes, $19.00 

       Cyclamens, $19.00 

                                                                     Tulips, $17.00 
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Corey Jean Stephenson, 46, of Cloquet passed away on 
Wednesday, February 15, 2023 in 
Community Memorial Hospital.  She was 
born on April 1, 1976 in Virginia, 
Minnesota to John and Wanda Limmer, 
John passed away when she was young.  
She was raised by her step-father, Marlan 
Parks.  Corey attended school in Virginia, 
Minnesota graduating in 1994. On July 8, 
2000 Corey married Phillip Stephenson in 
Duluth, Minnesota. 

Corey worked in education, she started with Dixon Elementary 
School and Dixon Middle School as a substitute teacher in North 
Carolina from 2010 to 2017. Corey worked for Cloquet Middle 
School as the lunch lady in 2018. She also works for Cloquet 
Elementary School as a Paraprofessional from 2018 to 2023. 

Corey enjoyed spending time in her garden, hiking, baking, 
watching Hallmark movies, playing board games with her 
friends, and especially going camping with her family. 

She was preceded in death by both of her Dads; and her brother-
in-law, Timothy Stephenson; and all of her grandparents. 

Corey will be deeply missed by her husband, Phillip; son, John 
Stephenson; daughter, Martha Stephenson; mother; Wanda 
Parks; in-laws, Jeff and Selma Stephenson; her many Aunts and 
Uncles; Nieces and Nephews; and a laundry list of other family 
and friends that she considered family. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with  the Stephenson family 
for the loss of Corey.  We remember Corey fondly and wish 

God’s grace upon her family. 

“He heals the brokenhearted, and binds up their wounds.” 
                    PSALM 147: 3 
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Dear Friends in Christ – Co-workers in the 
Minnesota North District: 

 
We have received word that Mrs. Mertice 
Brueske (em.) of Robbinsdale, MN (formerly of 
Alexandria), wife of Rev. Robert Brueske (em. 
Robbinsdale), was taken to be with her Savior in 
heaven on January 30, 2023.  
  
Please keep the Brueske family in your prayers, asking that 
God would soothe their sorrow and wipe away their tears with 
the precious promises of the Gospel. The Lord gave, and the 
Lord has taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord! 
 

Please keep these families in your prayers, asking that God 
would soothe their sorrow and wipe away their tears with 
the precious promises of the Gospel. The Lord gave, and 
the Lord has taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord. 

Peace to you in Christ, 
Rev. Brady Finnern 
District President 
  

". . .'Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.' 'Yes,' 
says the Spirit, 'so that they will receive rest from their labors, for their 
works accompany them'" (Revelation 14:13). 

 
 

The next Board of Elders meeting will be  
March 20th at 5:00 pm. 
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LCMS Convention  
Our LCMS National Convention is July 29-August 3 

in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Our circuit will be 

represented by Rev. Troy Peperkorn (Silver Bay, 

pastoral delegate) and Mount Olive's member Donna 

Bergstrom (lay delegate).  The LCMS President is 

elected prior to the convention in a process beginning June 17. 

Each congregation has two votes; Mount Olive's electors are Rev. 

Robert Franck and Donna Bergstrom. The slate of candidates will 

be announced mid March. We will publicize that list, and if you 

have opinions about the candidates, please let us know.

 

Thank you Laura Bee, for your 

beautiful music Lent Sunday.  Thank you for 

your contribution to our worship! 
 

 
Thank you to all those who gave their dollars to 

Thrivent this year!  There have been very generous 

contributions and our ministries really appreciate the 

support! 

 
*Sunday, March 12nd @ 2:00 a.m. 

Set your clocks AHEAD One hour!! 
 

 

In Our Prayers for Healing  
Robin Muench 

Pam Reinemann 
Ray and Virginia Rodenwald 

Dagmar Seybold 
Holly Suronen 

Dorothy Thoreson 
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March Anniversaries 

 5 Arden & Carol Weaver, 52 years  

 

 

 
 

 
March Birthdays 
  1 Carol Duncan 

  4 David Polzin 

  5 Ray Rodenwald 

  6 Jane Antonson 

  7 Mark Koivula 

  8    Sam Cooley 

13 Tony Longtin 

        Ashlynn Stepec  

17 Alisa Von Hagel 

 

19    Stratton Maas  

        Ed Martinson 

20 Amy Dunn (Polzin) 

22    Oskar Mattson 

24 Jennifer Cline  

25    Oliver Stepec 

28     Jeff Suronen 

 

  

 

 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 

March 17th 
 

 

 


